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Teacher of Science

An enthusiastic, well qualified teacher is required to join a dedicated and successful team.  The successful applicant will be expected to teach across the full age and ability range.  The successful applicant will be expected to teach Science at KS3 and to teach mainly within their specialism at GCSE and sixth form level.

A teacher of chemistry or biology would be preferable, but an exceptional physicist would also be considered. A level teaching will be available for a suitable applicant. The department has recently introduced BTEC Applied Science at post 16 and the opportunity to be part of the development of this course would be available to a suitable candidate. Applications would be welcomed from both NQTs and those with more experience of teaching who are perhaps eager to extend their teaching to include post 16 level.

The Department
There are eight full-time and two part time teaching staff as well as three assistant-headteachers in the Science Department. The department is led by Mr Mike Melling (Director of Learning for Science and Health & Social Care) assisted by two second in faculties (Mrs Amanda Upton and Mrs Zoe Ayre). They are given excellent support by two technicians.

There are eight laboratories, one computer room and two preparation rooms. These are housed closely together at the rear of the school. Three of the laboratories are fairly recently built and three have been recently refurbished.  Each laboratory is fitted with a mounted Promethean interactive board, the chemistry laboratories also benefit from two fume cupboards each.

The Curriculum
At KS3, pupils follow our own course generated by the departmental team utilising Exploring Science and Activate.

KS4 is taught from year 9 onwards using specialist teachers wherever possible. Pupils are taught in ability groups. 

At KS4 pupils follow GCSE Combine Science (AQA) or Triple Science (AQA). The pupils can also choose Triple Science as part of the options process.

GCSE Astronomy (Edexcel)is also available to pupils.

Several courses are also offered through Health & Social Care.

At A Level, Biology, Chemistry and Physics are offered (all AQA). The average number of students opting for A Level Chemistry and Physics in recent years has been between 15 and 25, with about 35 opting for A Level Biology. 
Single Award and Double Award Applied Science BTEC has been offered and will be awarded for the first time this year and has had a very positive uptake.




 
Summer 2019 Results

GCSE	BIOLOGY
	SJF:		Grade 4+ 100%		Grade 5+ 100%	Grade 7+ 48%
	National Ave:	Grade 4+   91%		Grade 5+    81%	Grade 7+ 43%

GCSE	CHEMISTRY
	SJF:		Grade 4+   97%		Grade 5+    94%	Grade 7+ 45%
	National Ave:	Grade 4+   90%		Grade 5+    79%	Grade 7+ 45%
		
GCSE	PHYSICS
	SJF:		Grade 4+ 100%		Grade 5+    90% 	Grade 7+ 45%
	National Ave:	Grade 4+   91%		Grade 5+ 79% 	Grade 7+ 45%

 GCSE	COMBINED SCIENCE
	SJF:		Grade 4+   70%		 Grade 5+ 38%	Grade 7+   7%
	National Ave:	Grade 4+   56%		 Grade 5+ 35%	Grade 7+   8%



A LEVEL
		Biology 	A – C   69%   	 	A – E    92%
Chemistry 	A – C   62%		A – E  100%
		Physics 	A – C   50%    		A – E    92%


Summer 2018 Results

GCSE	BIOLOGY
	SJF:		Grade 4+ 100%		Grade 5+ 95.8%	Grade 7+ 54.2%
	National Ave:	Grade 4+ 89.2%		Grade 5+ 78.3%	Grade 7+ 41.5%

GCSE	CHEMISTRY
	SJF:		Grade 4+ 100%		Grade 5+ 87.5%	Grade 7+ 45.9%
	National Ave:	Grade 4+ 89.8%		Grade 5+ 77.8%	Grade 7+ 43.1%
		
GCSE	PHYSICS
	SJF:		Grade 4+ 100%		Grade 5+ 100%	Grade 7+ 70.9%
	National Ave:	Grade 4+ 90.6%		Grade 5+ 78.5%	Grade 7+ 42.5%

 GCSE	COMBINED SCIENCE
	SJF:		Grade 4+ 75.8%		Grade 5+ 47.2%	Grade 7+ 6.4%
	National Ave:	Grade 4+ 55.2%		Grade 5+ 33.8%	Grade 7+ 7.6%



A LEVEL
		Biology 	A – C   70%   	 	A – E 100%
Chemistry 	A – C   74%		A – E   95%
		Physics 	A – C   60%    		A – E   90%







Targets are set for all Key Stages and progress closely monitored throughout the academic year.  Students are involved in the process of reviewing their progress.

The responsibilities for the post are covered in the job description ‘Classroom Teacher’.

St John Fisher is a Catholic school and the governors are keen whenever possible to appoint practising Catholic teachers.  They are also, however keen to appoint teachers who understand and are willing to support and contribute to the Catholic ethos and values of the school.

This post is subject to an Enhanced Disclosure check under the Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974. Further details regarding this check are available on the DBS web site http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Employment/Startinganewjob/DG_195819

This Authority/school is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people/vulnerable adults and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment.

The successful candidate will be expected to sign the Catholic Education Service Contract.

Mr M Melling
Director of Learning for Science.
March 2020   
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